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ABSTRACT: With the acceleration of urbanization, 
urban sprawl has become China’s unavoidable 
problem. To understand the problem of urban 
sprawl and its severity correctly, we must clarify 
the definition and measurement of urban sprawl at 
the basic level. This paper regards urban sprawl as 
the excessive urban spatial growth, and sets up an 
urban sprawl index based on this understanding. 
With Yangtze River Delta Region as an example, we 
conduct an empirical study on the urban sprawl.
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Fig.1 Growth of built-up areas and non-agricultural population in the cities of 
Yangtze River Delta Region
城市
建成区面积(km2) 非农人口(万人)
1997 2007 增长率(%) 1997 2007 增长率(%)
上海市 412 886 115.05 943.03 1196.94 26.92
南京市 177 577 225.99 270.11 481.34 78.20
无锡市 90 203 125.56 173.63 334.45 92.62
常州市 67 113 68.66 127.77 180.03 40.90
苏州市 77 228 196.10 186.18 330.77 77.66
南通市 59 61 3.39 244.36 291.93 19.47
扬州市 45 72 60.00 105.62 181.02 71.39
镇江市 55 94 70.91 90.21 119.45 32.41
泰州市 29 56 93.10 86.90 151.28 74.09
杭州市 105 345 228.57 204.39 323.75 58.40
宁波市 64 221 245.31 123.50 194.21 57.26
嘉兴市 37 72 94.59 70.35 120.36 71.09
湖州市 46 72 56.52 54.20 79.61 46.88
绍兴市 26 90 246.15 70.11 136.32 94.44
舟山市 45 49 8.89 24.42 35.48 45.29
台州市 50 114 128.00 66.26 101.88 53.76
表1  1997-2007年长江三角洲各城市建成区面积和非农业人口情况
Tab.1 Data of built-up areas and non-agricultural population in the cities of 
Yangtze River Delta Region during 1997 – 2007 
资料来源：《中国城市统计年鉴》(1998-2008)。
图2  长江三角洲各城市城市蔓延指数情况
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